It is concluded that cytophotometric analysis of lymph node aspirates is of prognostic value in the initial assessment of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.
Non-Hodgkin's lymphomas (NHL) are malignant lympho-proliferative disorders characterised by highly diverse clinical appearances and behaviour.' Over the past few decades substantial efforts have been made to determine those characteristics in individual tumours which predict clinical behaviour and response to treatment. To date, the main prognostic feature has been histological classification. Using the size and the morphological appearance of the cells, as well as the pattern of growth (nodular compared with diffuse), NHL can be divided into categories of prognostic importance. [2] [3] [4] Despite ongoing efforts to refine the histological criteria, pathologists are still unable to predict the behaviour of many of these tumours and the search for additional variables continues.
The kinetic behaviour of NHL has also been studied in relation to prognosis. Various techniques have been used, including mitosis counts,5 morphometry,6 tritiated thymidine ('HTdR) labelling,7'-0 and cytophotometry."1 Over the past decade DNA flow cytometry has been widely used to explore the kinetic features of NHL." '3 These studies have been performed mainly on samples obtained by lymph node biopsy and not aspiration. There are only a few published papers on the cytophotometry of NHL and they have largely concerned lymph node imprints." The aim of this study was to try to solve the problem of assessing prognosis in NHL on the basis of cytophotometric DNA measurements in lymph node aspirates.
Methods
Ninety six patients with NHL were observed over 10 years (1978-1987 (fig 4) .
Discussion
The principal characteristics of our group of patients did not differ from those of other groups described elsewhere in terms of their mean age, slight male predominance, and clin- 
